Dear MLA, CITY COUNCIL, LOCAL SCHOOL TRUSTEES,  COMMUNITY GROUP

I am writing to express my concern about the B.C. government’s approach to post secondary education.  

The government has lifted the tuition freeze, implemented a minimum training wage of $6 per hour, reduced access to student loans and grants, and eliminated student jobs.  The B.C. government has also eliminated the Industry Training and Apprenticeship Commission, the only body supporting apprenticeship training in BC.  

I fail to see how this will help our young people or the B.C. economy.  

Business leaders say the only way for B.C. to stay competitive is to offer top-notch training to young people.

The loss of the opportunity for student grants in the first year and the training wage of $6 per hour will simply create a barrier too difficult to overcome for a large number of potential first year students.

The universities and colleges are an important part of their communities and will face pressures to downsize, offload and privatize services; none of which will be good for citizens of B.C.  The potential job loss, in itself, could be devastating to the community where the facility is located.  

Privatization  means people will expect to make money.  They will either have to charge more or cut corners in services.  And the public will lose control of  the services offered.

I urge you to speak out against these government actions in our community.

Yours truly,   

Dear MLA, City Council, Board of School Trustees, Community Group

I have been watching the British Columbia government make change after change to the public services in this province. 

I am now seeing changes that will put public safety at risk and I have to speak out.

Dismantling the province’s water quality branch and downloading responsibility for environmental monitoring onto municipal governments is simply unacceptable in today’s society.  We need only to look at places like Walkerton, Ontario to understand why.

The cuts to avalanche awareness programs, and cuts to the number of Ambulance Paramedics will leave the citizens of B.C. in danger of loosing lives or risking serious injury.

When the government opts out of the regulation of agriculture and food safety,  how can the public be sure that the food we eat is safe? 

These and other reductions in government services are hurting our communities and putting people at risk.

I encourage you to take a long hard look at the impact these measures will have on our community.  I appeal to you to speak out in your capacity as ____________and publicly denounce the Liberal government attack on our community.  

Thank you for your attention to these very important issues.

Yours truly,

Dear MLA, Board of School Trustees, City Council, Community Group

I am very concerned that in cutting the size of government the BC liberals are not considering the impact and specific needs of our community.

Community law offices are being eliminated, victim’s assistance programs cancelled, and changes to the B.C. family bonus programs for low income families with children are making it harder for people to make ends meet.  

I am particularly upset about (choose one or write your own)

1) the elimination of the audio book program;

2) the cuts to child care funding;

3) the cancellation of women’s center funding;

4) reduced staffing levels in child protection.

This will hurt many people in our community.

Please do what you can in your position as _________________ and work to ensure that the government does not implement the planned  changes.

These and other changes announced by this government are destroying our communities.  

Please do what you can to restore my faith in government to do the right thing for the people.  

Thank you for your attention to these very important issues.

Yours truly,

Dear  MLA, City Council, Board of School Trustees, Community Groups

I don’t generally write letters or engage in political debates.  However, I find myself at the end of a rope.  

As I see the massive changes coming from the B.C. government I find myself panicking about the attack on our community and the type of society that our children will be facing.

Our children are our most important resource.  When I look at the government program changes, much of what I see hurts our children.

I am most concerned about:

· reductions in B.C. family benefits for low income families

· reduced staffing levels in child protection

· cuts to inner city school funding

· cuts to child care funding

· closure of community law offices

· threats to cut funding for special needs school kids.

How can I sit idly by and watch as our province turns into a society of haves and have nots  where rich people get richer and the poor are denied both help and opportunity.

Please speak publicly on these issues and demand that the provincial government stop this ridiculous plan to destroy our children and their future.  Please do what you can as _____________ to ensure that our community is supported by the provincial government and that programs which have been available to us in the past, continue to be provided by the provincial government.

Thank you in advance for your efforts in this regard.

Yours truly,
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